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A Child’s Notebook continued our work in 2019 to empower communities in

rural Laos to invest in education. We were able to achieve this through our

strategy of partnering with the local communities.  As many as 34% of the

primary schools in Laos lack both water supply and latrine facilities and most

schools are poorly constructed. It is not uncommon for students to study in a

school building with broken doors, no windows, and no toilets or water. 

 

Because of the support of our generous donors we've been able to provide the

financial resources for the villagers to lead the planning, labor and

maintenance of these buildings. We are proud to say that the Phondu primary

school has been re-created -- building by building -- and now the children

have toilets and running water. They now study in a building with proper

ventilation and electricity. 

 

Our focus now turns to two new villages. We are partnering with the village of

Baan Somsanouk in the Khammouane province where the existing primary

school building is not safe, has a leaking roof and unusable toilets, as well as

no water supply. We are starting from scratch and rebuilding this school with

the ultimate goal of installing toilets, a washing station, and electricity for fans

and lights. We are also partnering with the villagers of Baan Mueng Middle

School in the Yommalat District, where we are reinforcing the existing building

structure and replacing older beams, pouring a new concrete floor, and

putting up walls with proper windows and doors. Once complete we hope to

also provide toilets, washing station, and electricity. Both projects are slated to

be complete by the end of 2020.

 

It remains rewarding that despite the many challenges the people of Laos

face, these communities show an enormous interest in education and believe it

is the vehicle to improve the lives of their children, families, and community. We

at ACN feel fortunate to be a part of making education a priority for them. 
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BACI BENEFIT DINNER
A Child's Notebook's first fundraising dinner, on

November 2, 2019 at Central Smoke in Seattle,

raised more than $65,000. With 110 people in

attenance, guests enjoyed a live and silent

auction, a wonderful family style dinner, a musical

performance by electric violinist Geoffrey Castle,

and a heartwarming video produced by Steve

Sweet. Proceeds from the event are being used to

fund current school projects in Laos.

 

Baci is an important ceremony in Lao culture, a

ritual to celebrate important events and occasions

or honor guests and wish good luck and prosperity

for others. The ritual of Baci involves tying strings

around a person's wrist to preserve this good luck. 

With a commited team of volunteers working hard

behind the scenes, A Child's Notebook is able to

run a very lean operation. In 2019,  we raised over

$77,000 which will be used to build schools and

provide a better life for Laotian youth. The

administrative and fundraising costs are kept at a

minimum with no staff salaries and  generous

inkind donations and support.
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