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Studies have long shown the link between a lack of education and
poverty. Unfortunately, educational barriers still exist for people in many
remote areas where even the most basic resources are scarce. These are
places where nonprofit organizations like A Child’s Notebook can truly
change the world. We remain committed to our work in 2022 to empower
communities in rural Laos to make education a reality for their children.

Laos remains one of the least developed countries in the world. Eighty
percent of the people living there live in rural areas and rely on
subsistence farming. According to the United Nations, about 25 percent
of the population lives in extreme poverty. When it comes to education,
especially in rural villages and ethnic minority communities where we
work, 40-50 percent of children do not enroll in middle school. Over a
third of the primary schools in Laos lack both water supply and latrine
facilities. Most schools are poorly constructed and it is not uncommon for
students to study in a school building with broken doors, no windows, and
no toilets or water.

Because of the support of our generous donors, we’ve been able to
provide the financial resources for villagers to lead the planning,
construction, and maintenance of these buildings. In 2021, villagers from
four different communities came together and rebuilt the deteriorating
Don Chaeng middle school dormitory and kitchen. Dormitories are
essential, particularly for girls. Without a safe place to sleep and study,
dropout rates will remain high and enrollment in middle school will
steadily decline. As many studies have shown, the longer girls stay in
school, the greater the benefit to their own lives and to the overall health
and development of their communities. We also partnered with Houy Xan
villagers and provided construction materials for them to build a new
primary school building and toilets. To enhance our efforts in improving
the quality of education, we expanded our programs by providing
scholarships and after-school programs.

Thank you for helping us continue to expand our reach and serve even
more children and villages in Southeast Asia.
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The 2021 Baci Gratitude Gathering returned to in-person
after gathering virtually in 2020 because of COVID-19.
More than 150 supporters came together to celebrate A
Child's Notebook, on November 6, at Chateau Ste Michelle
Winery in Woodinville, WA. Jim Dever from Seattle's KING 5
Evening television show served as our emcee and
auctioneer. Together, our donors helped us raise an
astounding $140,395 including corporate matching, which
was more than a 50 percent increase from our 2020 event! 

The event featured a live auction, a delicious family-style
dinner, and impactful speeches about the work we are
doing in Laos. 

Baci is an important ceremony in Lao culture, a ritual of
tying strings on the wrist to celebrate important events and
occasions, and sends good luck and prosperity to guests. 
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Improving Schools and Learning

Buildings
It is not uncommon for students
to study in school buildings with

a dirt floor, no windows or doors,
and, often, without toilets or

running water.

Latrines
Many rural villages in Laos have

no access to hygiene or
sanitation, and girls often miss

school or dropout after they
start menstruation.

Clean Water
In rural Laos, access to treated

drinking water is rare. 
Most school buildings also 

lack latrines or reliable water
supplies for hand washing.

Scholarships
Scholarships allow children,
especially girls, to continue 

their studies when their 
families cannot afford tuition.

After School Programs
After school programs help
students improve their skills,

especially in mathemateics and
the Lao language. Snacks and

school supplies may be provided
to help students learn.

Dormitories
Secondary schools may be hours

away from home, a dangerous
daily walk, especially for young

girls. We help provide safe
dormitories so children can live

near their schools.

Teacher Support
We provide small stipends and pay

teachers to provide after school
instruction so they can stay in our

partnering villages and spend
more time in the classroom.
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Our Vision and Mission
Our vision is that all children have access

to a quality education. A Child’s
Notebook works with local communities in

Southeast Asia who are deeply
committed to their children’s education. 
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2021 was a year of growth for the organization. Our

revenues increased by over half from 2020, thanks to the

increased generosity of our donors and the expanded

support of foundation grants and corporate matching.

Despite the challenges of delivering program services this

year, we continued to build schools and provide assistance

to students. Our dedicated volunteers work to minimize

administrative costs while increasing our efficiency, allowing

A Child’s Notebook to give more to further the education of

the neediest children in Laos.
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